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Mortlake Power Station Project

The project

The project involves the construction of

a natural gas-fired Power Station at a site
12 km west of Mortlake, on approximately
20 hectares of land with an extensive buf-
fer zone around it.

Properties surrounding the proposed site
are large landholdings, with the nearest
resident approximately 2 km from the
site. The area is used for grazing land and
timber plantations.

The proposed power station would be
built in stages, adjacent to the existing
Moorabool to Heywood 500 kV high
voltage transmission line.

The proposed plant would be supplied
with natural gas via a 78 km dedicated
underground natural gas transmission
pipeline from the new gas processing
plant near Port Campbell, as part of the
offshore Otway Gas Project.

As a joint venture partner in the Otway
Gas Project, Origin’s recent gas discoveries
provide a real opportunity to develop a
natural gas-fired power station that will:

+  Provide least cost new-entrant
electricity generation
+  Minimise environmental impact

«  Provide an alternative to coal-fired
generation in the National Electricity
Market, and

«  Enhance system reliability and
security.
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Project approvals

As part of the Project approvals process,
Origin has undertaken a comprehensive
range of environmental, Indigenous
heritage and social and economic studies.

This process, which has been underway
since 2004, is governed by State and
Commonwealth legislation and has
been monitored by relevant regulatory
authorities.

In parallel, a community consultation
programme has been implemented to
seek community feedback.

Origin encourages participation and
comment during all phases of the
development, especially during the
approvals process.

To provide greater opportunity for
comment, community information
sessions have been held in the local

area and newsletters have kept the local
community up to date with the progress.
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Project benefits
Economic

Multi-million dollar construction
project

Ongoing contribution to State’s
economy once operating

Opportunities for local
businesses in the supply of goods
and services (eg accommodation,
fuel, food, construction materials,
cleaning, equipment hire and
security).

Energy Supply

Provision up to 1,000 MW of extra
generation to meet the growing
electricity demand in Australia

The proposed power station site
is close to major loads in western
Victoria, reducing the need to
transmit power from the Latrobe
Valley and therefore reducing
system losses



Timeline

Q1 2006 Q2 -Q3 2006

»  Adds to the diversity of generation
and gas supply, providing a better-
balanced and more secure energy
system for Victoria.

Environmental

«  High efficiency natural gas-fired
power stations can produce up to
70% lower greenhouse gas emissions
than existing brown coal-fired
generators, and less than half that of
the latest technology black coal-fired
power stations.

« Increasing the use of natural gas
as a fuel for electricity generation
will assist Australia to reduce its
greenhouse gas emissions.

Employment Opportunities

+  Expected to employ a peak
workforce of up to 300 people during
construction

»  Long term employment of around
30 people in the operation and
maintenance of the proposed power
station

«  Plus additional jobs generated by

local business in the supply of goods
and services.

Why south-western Victoria?

The development allows Origin to
meet the growing electricity demand
of its Victorian customers by using the

company’s own gas reserves from the area.

Why this power station site?

The site at Mortlake was chosen due to the

advantages of:

+  Close to gas supplies in Otway Basin
where Origin has its own gas reserves

Adjacent to the 500kV, high voltage
electricity transmission lines

The chosen site impacts the least
number of direct neighbours and
offered the maximum distance to the
nearest residence

Indicative earliest possible timing for construction if project approval is received.

From Q4 2006

Good access by major roads and
highways

Large land holdings provide an
adequate buffer between the power
station and neighbours

The land is flat and suitable for
construction

Why this gas pipeline route?

The proposed pipeline corridor chosen

is the most direct and appropriate route
between the source of natural gas and the
proposed power station.

In deciding this route, many factors
were taken into account including the
proposed pipeline’s safety and security,
lessening the impact of its construction
on the environment and land use, direct
route access and possible construction
constraints.

To secure easements over targeted
properties, Origin’s property consultants
have discussed property issues and
compensation directly with the relevant
landowners.

Who is Origin Energy?

With a history dating back 140 years,
Origin Energy is a leading Australian
energy provider. The company participates
in most segments of the energy chain
including natural gas exploration and
production; power generation; energy
retailing and trading; and gas pipeline
asset management services.

Origin supplies energy to more than

two million homes and businesses. Our
company’s major retail market is Victoria
where our customers consume around 14
TWh of electricity and 55 PJ of natural gas
annually.

The company has a combined generation
capacity of 900 MW, located in South
Australia, Queensland and Western
Australia. Origin is also a major investor in
the upstream oil and gas business. Locally,
Origin has significant interests in the
Otway Basin, both offshore and onshore
Victoria.

An artist’s impression of the proposed power station, a birdseye view.

Contact

If you have any questions regarding the information presented please contact:

Email vicgen@originenergy.com.au

Phone 1800 015 699

Website www.originenergy.com.au/vicgenproject




